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The  holiday  season  is  upon  us,  a  time  to  be  happy  and  festive.  Historically,  however,  it  is 
also  a  time  for  sadness  and  depression  for  a  lot  of  people.  For  these  people,  suicide  can  be  a 
solution  to  ail  their  troubles.  In  many  cases,  the  police  officer  is  caJled  to  a  suicide  scene 
after  the  fact  and  can  do  nothing  more  than  make  a  report  and  notify  the  proper  agencies 
However,  there  are  many  instances  when  a  police  officer  may  come  into  contact  with  a 
person,  who  for  several  reasons,  might  want  to  commit  suic  de  and  it  is  this  person  that  the 
police  officer  may  be  able  to  help. 

The  most  frequent  possible  contacts  with  potent-al  suicides  are  famiiy  trouble  calls,  strees 
confrontations,  arrests-booking,  and  subsequent  jailing  of  the  person.  It  is  with  these  initial 
contacts  that  a  person  may  give  a  warning  sign  that  he/she  might  be  thinking  of  suicide. 
It  the  officer  is  aJert,  he/she  may  be  able  to  prevent  a  suicidal  act. 

Before  getting  into  the  actual  warning  signs  of  a  person  who  may  be  thinking  of  suicide, 
i  v-ould  like  to  point  out  some  facts  and  myths  about  suicide. 
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Suicide  happens  suddenly  and  impulsively,  without  premeditation. 

Less  than  STo  of  suicides  result  from  impulsive  panic  type  behavior.  More  often, 
the  suicidal  thought  arises  as  a  fantasy;  a  way  to  resolve  some  personal  cr;s:s 

The  suicidal  person  rarely  reveals  or  conveys  his/her  intentions  to  an>one. 

S0°~g  of  persons  who  killed  themselves  have  given  some. indication  or  warning 
sign  and  have  made  at  least  one  previous  attempt. 


"People  who  talk  about  suicide  won't  really  do  it." 
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>  not  ignore  any  suicide  threat.  Statements  like.  "I  can'n&§  Any  wa> 
t  "  or  "You'll  be  sorrv  after  I'm  cone.",  no  matter  how  casuallv  6r5©k:nclv 
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Do 
ou 

sa'd,  should  be  taken  serious!) 
Taikins  about  suicide  mav  zi\e  someone  the  idea 


You  can't  gi\e  a  suicidal  person  morbid  ideas  by  talking  about  suicide.  ju>i  ;h; 
opposite  is  true.  Bringing  up  the  subject  of  suicide  and  discussing  ii  cpenh  ;s  one 
one  of  the  most  helpful  thin.;:;  \  ou  can  do. 


.       Im  5  few  of  the  facts  and  myth:,  sin  rounding  suir:.:  ?.  Hopefully,  lh>. 
helpful  to  yo  ■■  in  df-aling  with  suicide  is.  I  would  new  like  to  point  out  some  physical  as  we. 
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as  verb; 
suicide, 


ts  that  may  enable  the  police  officer  to  detect  if  a  rc  son  may  be  contsm-biini: 
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Seme  of  the  signs  and  clues  require  that  \  ?«  knov.  the  person  and  have  the  cr. 
observc  the  person  for  some  IciictIi  of  time  Th,r  of  course,  is  not  a  luxury  a  - 
enjoys  on  his  c':.\  to  cay  du*ie:  r/r.d  :  ~  :\ ~T  .\  ~r>,    However,  the  impo  ..v  lVtt.  ic 
rc-menber  is  if  you  recognize  any  of  .:u         ,  you  should  rake  steps  to 
psriunity  f:  -  this  person  to  injure  hi  ...  >...  ■  . 
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warning  Sips 


Some  of  the  warning  signs  that  should  alert  the  police  officer  that  a  person  may  be  thinking 
of  suicide  are; 

C  <M(]C  In  pCTSOOallly-  Sad,   withdrawn,   anxious,   tired,  indecisive, 

apathetic. 

Gl<M(je  In  bdia\IOr-  Loss  of  concentration  in  school,  work,  or 

routine  tasks. 

Q)<W()C  In  Sleeping  hdMlS-  Over  sleeping  or  insomnia,  sometimes  with 

early  waking. 

Loss  of  appetite  and  weight  or  overeating. 

In  friends,  sex,  hobbies,  activities  previously 
enjoyed.  Worrying  about  money,  illness 
(either  reaJ  or  imagined). 

Of  helplessness,  worthlessness,  nobody  cares 
attitude.  Feelings  of  overwhelming  guilt, 
shame,  self-hatred. 


Change  In  cailng  ba&lls- 
Loss  ol  Inieresi- 

feelings- 

Drug  or  dcoiiol  abuse 


Beeenl  lOSS-  Death,  divorce,  separation,  loss  of  money, 

job,  self-esteem. 

SUlCldfl!  Impulses-  Or  statements,  such  as  giving  away  favorite 

possessions,  previous  suicide  attempts  or 
gestures. 


If  one  or  more  of  the  warning  signs  are  detected  in  a  person  by  trie  police  officer,  the  officer 
should  be  alened  to  the  possibility  of  a  suicidal  person  in  his/her  control  or  custody  and 
remember;  if  any  of  these  signs  exist,  they  only  become  compounded  by  the  fact  that  this 
person  may  be  going  to  jail.  When  and  if  the  police  officer  detects  any  signs,  it  is  imperative 
for  the  pMice  officer  to  bring  this  out  into  the  open  by  asking  questions.  This  should  be 
done  at  the  booking  desk  or  at  least  prior  to  putting  this  person  in  a  cell.  Do  not  be  afraid 
to  ar-k  questions  concerning  his/her  thought.  For  example;  "Are  you  feeling  so  badh  that 
you  rrught  be  thinking  of  suicide?" 

Just  about  ever*  one  has  thought  about  cemminine  suicide,  however  fleelinglv,  a:  one  time 
or  another.  THERE  IS  NO  DANGER  OF  GIVING  SOMEONE  THE  IDEA.  In  fact,  it 
can  be  of  great  relief  if  you  bring  the  question  of  suicide  out  in  the  open  and  discuss  it  freelv 
without  showing  shock  or  disapproval.  Raising  the  question  shows  you  are  taking  the 
person  seriously  and  responding  to  the  potential  of  his/her  distress.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  step  and  question  in  the  entire  intervention  process. 
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If  the  answer  is  yes  to  the  above  question,  you  must  then  take  this  threat  seriously  You 
must  ask  questions  that  determine  how  senous  this  person  is  about  committing  suicide. 
ASK  THE  FOLLOWING  QUESTIONS; 

1 .  Have  you  thought  about  how  you  would  do  it? 

2.  Do  you  have  the  means? 

3.  Have  you  decided  vshen  you  would  do  it? 

4.  Have  you  ever  tried  suicide  before? 

5.  What  happened? 


If  the  answer  is  yes  to  question  number  4,  if  the  means  are  readily  available,  if  the  method 
is  a  lethal  one  (firearms,  jumping  from  a  high  place),  and  the  time  is  set,  the  risk  of  suicide 
is  very  high. 

Lastly,  if  you  feel  there  is  an  immediate  danger,  then  DO  NOT  leave  the  suicidal  person 
alone.  Stay  with  this  person  until  help  arrives.  Meanwhile,  talk  to  the  person;  make  this 
person  feel  wanted  and  that  he/she  has  a  friend,  someone  they  can  talk  to.  Common  to 
almost  every  suicidal  crisis  is  a  strong  ambivalence.  I  want  to  kill  myself,  but  I  don't  want 
to  be  dead.  What  most  suicidal  people  want  is  not  death  but  a  way  out  of  the  terrible  pain 
of  feeling  that  life  is  not  worth  living. 

One  of  the  most  important  points  for  a  police  officer  to  remember  is  to  allow  the  person  to 
unburden  himself  -  without  interruption,  without  be;ng  judged  or  criticized,  rejected 
or  told  what  to  do.  If  you  allow  this,  just  by  lending  an  ear,  the  persons  tension  drops, 
the  pain  is  relieved  and  the  suicidal  feelings  pass  -  maybe  not  forever,  but  for  now.  And. 
of  course,  as  police  officers,  we  are  really  only  concerned  with  the  now.  We  can  refer  this 
person  to  the  appropriate  agency  to  seek  ling  term  help. 

Specific  sleps  fo  ti  fahen  II IL  person  in  an  officer's 
confrol  or  custody  is  suspected  ol  beLig  a  poieniiai 
suicide; 

1.  Confront  the  person.    Has  he/she  thought  of  committing  suicide? 
This  allows  the  person  to  vent  his  /her  feelings. 

2.  .Alert  the  duty  supervisor. 

3.  Take  any  immediate  means  of  suicide  away  from  the  individual. 

4.  Never  leave  the  individual  alone. 

5.  Seek  professional  help  for  the  individual. 

6.  Record  your  suspicion  cn  the  original  1.1  or  on  a  supplemental  report. 
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STEPS  TO  BE  TAKEN  IF  PRISONER  INDICATES  HE/SHE  WILL  ATTEMPT  SUICIDE 

(THREATS) 

a.  Alert  duty  supervisor 

b.  Take  a_l  reasonable  precautions 

1.  Observation  (Physical,  Visual  checks) 

2.  Monitored  cell 

3.  Removal  of  clothing  as  necessary 

4.  Restraints  as  necessary 

c.  Cause  teletype  to  be  sent  to  CCU  with  specifics 

d.  Note  on  booking  sheet  and  all  other  departmental  records 
that  prisoner  may  be  suicidal 


STEPS  TO  BE  TAKEN  IF  PRISONER  ATTEMPTS  SUICIDE 

a.  Administer  CPR  and/or  First  Aid,  if  necessary 

b.  Transport  to  hospital  for  medical  treatment,  if  necessary 

c.  Alert  dut  supervisor 

d.  Take  all  REASONABLE  PRECAUTIONS    to  prevent  further  attempts. 

e.  Insure  prisoner  is  closely  monitored 

f .  Transport  to  f'jental  Health  Unit,  if  necessary 

g.  Complete  all  departmental  paperwork 


STEPS  TO  BE  TAKEN  IF  PRISONER  COMPLETES  SUICIDE 

a.  CPR/  First  Aid,  if  practicable 

b.  Transportation  by  ambulance  to  medical  facility 

c.  Alert  duty  supervisor 

d.  Complete  all  necessary  paperwork 


WARNING  SIGNS  EXHIBITED  BY  POTENTIAL  SUICIDE  VICTIM 

a.  Personality  change 

b.  Behavioral  change  (Ex.  A  person  who  is  extremely  agitated  at  the 
time  of  arrest  and  during  the  early  stages  of  incarceration  ana  i 
then  turns  quiet  and  subdued  could  be  at  risk) . 

c.  Change  in  sleeping  habits 

d.  Change  in  eating  habits 

e.  Loss  of  interest  in; 

1.  friends 

2 .  hobbies 

3.  sex 

SYMPTOM."  OF  DEPRESSION 

a.  reelings  of  wcrthlessness 

b.  Feelings  of  helplessness 

c.  Feeling £■  cf  guilt 

d.  Feelings  of  shame 

e.  Feelings  of  self -hatred 


V 


LIFESTYLES  WHICH  MAY  INCREASE  SUICIDE  RISK 


a.  Drug  abuse 

b.  Alcohol  abuse 


LOSSES  WHICH  INCREASE  SUICIDE  RISK 

a.  Death  of  a  loved  one 

b.  Divorce 

c.  Separation 

d.  Loss  of  a  job 

e.  Loss  of  Money 

f.  Loss  of  self-esteem 

POTENTIAL  SUICIDE  IMPULSES 

a.  Giving  away  favorite  things 

b.  Statements 

c .  Gestures 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  PERSON  WHO  MIGHT  ATTEMPT  SUICIDE 

a.  18  to  32  years  of  age 

b.  White,  Single,  Male 

c.  Under  detention  for  alcohol  related  behavior 

d.  No  significant  prior  arrest  record 

e.  Placed  in  cell  for  own  protection 

f .  Person  should  be  considered  AT  RISK  until  proven  otherwise 
TYPICAL  MASSACHUSETTS  LOCKUP  SUICIDE  VICTIM  FOR  PAST  10  YEARS 

a.  32  years  of  age 

b.  White,  Single,  Male 

c .  Unemployed 

d.  Record  of  previous  arrests 

e.  Lived  in  the  community 

f.  Brought  into  lockup  fcr  Protective  Custody 

g.  Person  was  under  the  influence  when  brought  in  (Alcohol /Drugs) 

h.  Calm  behavior 

i.  Not  particularly  disoriented  or  depressed 
j .  Not  feeling  ill  at  the  time 

k.  Cooperative  when  booked 

1.  Used  telephone  to  contact  family  or  frier. is. 

THOSE  WHO  COMPLETE  OR  ATTE*T?T  SUICIDE  DO  SO  EZTWEEN  ONE  AND  TWO  HOURS 
AFTER  BEING  INCARCERATED. 


ASSESS  r.XZ  SUICIDE  POTENTIAL  :  SCfT  GUIDELINES 


assessing   SETCirs  rcrrr.TiAL  :  scrz  gueilgluezs 

In  recent  years,  the  number  cf  suicide  attempts  and  successful  suicide  exxr  letions 
have  increased.    Clinicians  ha\-e  attested  to  develop  screening  devices  to  assist 
in  the  assessment  of  suicidal  potential  (Heck ,  Kcvacs,  £  Weissrcan,  1979;  Call  & 
Gill,  193C;  Patterson,  Dohn,  Eird  &  Patterson,  19£3) .    Despite  these  instruments, 
ner.tai  health  providers  often  overlook  signs  or  cues  of  potential  suicidal  behavicr. 
It  is  critically  important  that  correctional  and  probation  personnel  he  trained  to 
spot  suicidal  behaviors  and  high  risk  factors.    This  will  ensure  that  proper 
evaluation  and  treatment  can  be  provided  to  the  individual,  and  will  alleviate 
the  possibility  cf  a  tragedy.    The  guidelines  presented  are  intended  as  a  brief 
nsaas  to  evaluate  the  s  uLcidal  potential  of  an  Lndividual  and  are  used  at  the 
Correctional  Facility,  Canp  LeJeune,  NS .    If  the  individual  appears  to  be  at  high 
risk  for  a  suicide  atterpt,  the  proper  rental  health  provider  needs  to  be  consulted 
to  conduct  a  full  evaluation.    The  following  guidelines  highlight  the  high  risk 
factors  for  a  potential  suicide  attempt: 

AGS,  A!  3  SEX 

For  all  persons,  as  age  increases  so  does  the  risk  for  potential  suicide.  The 
high  risk  a~:s  are  late  adolescence  and  over  the  age  cf  forty  five.    Ten  at  all  ages 
are  a  greater  suicidal  risk  than  are  war c_n .    Vomer,  attempt  s'uicide  more  often  than 
man,  but  nen  are  rori  successful  in  completing  suicide. 


FAMILY  HISTCrU'  OF  SUICTDS 

If  an  individual  is  f ran  a  farily  with  a  history  cf  attempts  cr  suicides, 
^he/she  is  more  likely  to  atterrpt  suicide. 

KISTCn'  Cr  fE.TAL  ILLNESS 

If  the  individual  has  a  history  cf  psychological,  psychiatric,  enoticnal  or 
alcohol  prcfclerts,  then  the  risk  for  suicide  increases.    If  the  individual  is  pre- 
sently depressed,  with  impaired  cognitive  abilities,  the  individual  is  at  high  risk 
fcr  suicidal  behavrio.    The  greater  th.e  psychological  disturbance,  the  higher  the 
risk  fcr  suicide. 

The  risk  cf  suicide  increases  when  rajcr  cr  radical  surgery  is  necessary.  A 
chronic  disease,  a  terminal  illness  or  intractable  pain  increases  the  risk  of 

t 
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SKggPTCKTT  OTHZPS 

Those  individuals  who  are  single,  separated,  divorced  or  widowed  are  at  high 
risk  —  especially  if  they  live  alone  or  feel  alcr.e.    The  individual  who  has 
recently  lest  a  loved  one  through  death  cr  separation  needs  to  be  considered  a 
hi  an  suicide  risk. 


Holidays  can  increase  Icneliness  ant  incrsase  tine  risk  cf  suicide.  Also, 


c  annus  to,  irau 


nest  saicisc-  rates  or  our 


tnar  suicide  rates  than  skilled  and 


an  individual  believes  he/she  has  failed  in  achieving  their  occupational  role, 
the  risk  fcr  suicide  is  high. 
*  • 

q;SZT  OF  SUICIDE  TALK 

The  more  acute  the  onset  cf  suicidal  conversation  with  a  precipitating 
stressful  event,  the  greater  t .2  likelihood  of  suicide  occurring. 

S'JICZLE  FLAN 

If  an  individual  has  a  formulated,  organized,  specif Lc ,  plan  with  respect  to 
time,  place  and  method  the  greater  their  risk  fcr  suicide. 

Hopefully  these  high  risk  factors  fcr  suicide  will  provide  sore  modest 
guidelines  in  assessing  the  suicidal  potential  of  cur  clients.    These  guideiL-.es 
are  not  intended  to  serve  as  the  end  all  screening  instrument  fcr  correctional 
facilities.    Kncvledge  of  these  high  risk  factors  serves  to  alert  us  as 
couT-selors  to  the  suicidal  potential  cf  cur  clients.    Thus,  appropriate  action  by 
the  staff  can  be  taken- through  a  referral  to  the  nearest  mental  health  provider 
for  a  full  psychological  evaluation- in  order  to  provide  psychological  assistance 
to  the  individual  and  to  avert  a  potential  tragedy. 

♦ 

Mark  A.D.  Long 

Psychology  Dspaurrmer.o,  Naval  Hospital 
Carp  LeJeune,  N.C. 


Chapter  456  Arts  of  1984 
Chapter  40,  Section  36A 

PART  1 

A.  Whenever  a  person  in  police  custody: 

Commits  suicide 
Dies 

Inflicts  self-injury  which  results  in  death 
at  a  lockup  facility 

B.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  lockup  facility  shal 1  make  a  report  of 
said  Incident; 

Identifying  the  deceased 

Describing  the  circumstances  of  such  death 

C.  One  copy  of  the  report  shall  be  sent  within  7  days  of  death  together 
with  copies  of  any  incident  pertaining  thereto  to  the  county  Medical 
Examiners  Office. 

and 

One  copy  retrained  by  the  facility  where  the  death  occurred. 

D.  Upon  request  by  next  of  kin  the  Medical  Examiner  shall  send  within  14 
days  of  such  request  a  copy  of  the  following  reports; 

Copy  of  each  incident  report 

Autopsy  report 

Medical  examiners  report 

and 

If  n  autopsy  is  performed  the  next  of  kin  may  have  a  physician  of  his 
out,  choice  present.     The  next  of  kin  may  waive  this  right  in  writing 
or  if  next  of  kin  fails  to  designate  within  48  hours  a  physician  the 
right  will  be  considered  waived. 

FART  11 

A.     Whenever  a  person  in  police  custody; 

Attempts  suicide 
Threatens  suicide 

The  officer  In  charge  of  the  lockup  facility  shall  within  24  hours, 
record  in  the  DPS  computer  (QCU) 

Name  Reason  for  detention 

Address  Nature  and  date  of  threat  or  attempt 

Age 

This  information  Is  treated  as  CO. R.I.  and  not  public  record. 


PART  111 


Whenever  a  person  in  police  custody; 

Attempts  or  threatens  suicide  and  is  transferred  to  another  lockup 
(include  District  Court  lockup),  the  officer  in  charge  sha 1 1  notify  in 
writing  the  receiving  lockup  facility  of  the  exact  nature  of  attempt 
or  threat. 

36B    As  amended  by  Chapter  3,  Acts  of   1985,   to  take  effect  October  I,  1985, 
as  amended  by  Chapter  208,  Acts  of  1985. 

PART  1      Each  cell; 

Utilized  (Chapter  208  Acts  of  1985)  for  the  detention  of  persons  within 
a  lockup  facility  (previously  each  cell  was  to  be  covered) 

shall 

have  a  protective  covering  of  high  impact,  transparent  wall  facing  such 
covering,  shall  cover: 

All  bar  structures  accessible  to  detained  persons 
Adeauate  ventilations  shall  be  provided  to  persons 
detained  in  the  cell 

PART  11     At  least  one  cell  within  such  lockup  facility  (previously  each 
cell)  shall  have  installed  within  but  beyond  the  access  of  any 
detainee,  an  electronic  audio  system  whereby  a  police  officer  or 
any  other  lockup  personnel  at  the  duty  desk  is  brought  within 
audible  range  except  no  electronic  audio  system  is  necessary  if 
at  least  one  such  cell  within  the  lockup  facility  is  within 
audible  range  of  the  duty  desk  without  electronic  assistance. 

PART  111     Each  lockup  facility  shal 1  have  installed  within  the  cell  area; 

An  electronic  security  device  which  will  record  the 
time  of  cell  checks  by  police  officers  or  other  lockup 
personnel . 

Such  devices  shall  be  positioned  so  that  a  cell  check  cannot  be 
recorded  until  the  police  officer  has  walked  past  each  occupied 
(previous  each  cell)  cell. 

Each  cell  occupied  (previously  each  cell)  shall  be; 

(Added  by  Chapter  208)  physically;  visibly  checked  by  a  police 
officer  or  other  lockup  personnel  every  15  minutes. 

36C      All  rcrcbers  of  municipal  police  departments  MDC  uniformed  branch  cf 
state  police  shall  be  trained  in  the: 

Detection  Intervention  Prevention 

rf  suicide. 


Training  shall  Include: 


Nature  and  symptomatology 
Communicating  with  suicidal  detainees 
Appropriate  6ulclde  prevention  techniques 
Emergency  procedures  C  201  -  111   1st  Responder,  CPR 

Shall  be  approved  and  coordinated  through  MCJTC 

and 

Shall  be  included  in  basic  recruit  training  for  police  officers 

and 

In-Service  Training  be  provided  for  those  having  completed  basic 
training.     Shift  commander  shall  complete  th   ;  training  within  one 
year  of  passage  of  Act  (February  1,   1986).     Law  passed  effective 
February  1,   1985.     All  other  police  officers  within  3  years  of 
February  1988. 

Completion  of  a  refresher  seminar  on  suicide  prevention  shall  be  a 
condition  of  promotion  for  all  police  officers  affected  by  this  Act 
(Chapter  456  Acts  of  1984). 


Check  Hit 


§i-£Dr . ?i-^_§i'T?r?!Ix?  Describe  any  y* 

Abnormal  Feelings 
Abnormal  Thoughts 
Aoncrmai  Behavior 
Alcohcl  ct  Drugs 
Menial  Illness 
Medications 
Physical  Illness 
Acc  idents 

EacKcrcur.d 

prior  mental  illness 
pricr  physical  illness 
vomiting  or  breathing 
diificulty 

ever  reaction  to  crime 
crime  of  passion 
ramily  net  available 
suicice  of  tamily/rr iend 
deach  of  tamily/tr iend 
unemployed 

Suicice 

thinking  or  suicide 
prior  thought  cr  suicice 
tt ied  to  hurt  se It 
details  or  plan 


1N1AKE  PROCEDURE 


Initial  Screening 

L.     Observe  detainee   tor   the   following   signs  • 

a)  Abnormal   i  ee  1  ir.gs  (  mood  )    -   depression-  sadness. 

hopelessness,  cespair  .   crying,    tatiaue  •  insomnia- 
weight  loss 

b)  Ab normal   thinking  (psychosis)    •   unusual  ideas- 

lack  cr  communication,  delusions,    (talte  ioeas )  . 
hallucinations.    dal;e  sensations,   voices  talking), 
disorientation 

c )  Abncr ma 1_ behavior *   anger,   hostility,   tear-  anxiety. 

shock,   slow  or  last  movements 

d )  Alcohol_or_ct  rugs 

Is  detainee  uncer  the  influence  ot  alcohol  or  drugs"5 
Is  detain  oe  withdrawing  t rem  .  alcohol  or  drugs? 

e )  Heal uh_Sta tus 

1)       Does  detainee  have  a  mental   illness  cr  signs 
ot  physical  illness? 

ii )  Is  detainee  on  any  medications? 

iii)  Dees  detainee  have  bruises  cr   shew  signs  ot 
physical  tights? 

iv)  Vomiting   (sick  to  stomach)  cr  diiticulty 
breathing? 

2.   Background :  .  .  - 

1  )  Illness 

Has  detainee  been  hospitalized  tcr  mental  illness, 
physical   illness  cr  accicents? 

2  ) ^£I§s t_Reccr c 

Is  detainee  charged  with  a  minor  crime  and 
overreacting  to  it? 

Is  detainee  charged  with  a  crime  cr  passion"5 
3 )Family 

Does  detainee  ret use  to  contact  tam.ily  cr  rriencs7 
Is  he/she  extremely  anxious   abcut   their  rescticr.s" 
K^s   someone  clcs^   cc  oeisinee   r e c e n 1 1 v  died,  or 
committed  suicide" 
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4  )  Emc loyment 

I 5  detainee  unemployed  cr  has  he/she  recently  1 
jcb? 


Sui:ioe 

As*  detainee  ii  he/;he  hai  ever  thought  cf  killing 
him/heraeli 

Ask  cetamee  n  he/_he  hai  ever  thought  ct  hurting 
him/hei tell 

Ask  detainee  i:  he /the  has  ever   cried  to  harm 
h  ur./her  se  1  l 

I:  detainee  has  chouchc  cr  triec  to  hurt  him/her^e 
find  cue  hew  anc  the  details   c:  plan 

Daca  Source* 

a)  Observation  cr  detainee 

b)  Talking  tc  detainee 

c)  Prior  arrest  reccro 

d)  talking  to  arresting  otneer   tc  obtain  an  acccu 
decai nee  s  behavior  at  arrest 

e)  talking  to  any  .available  person,   friena-  relate 
pcl.ee  oifxcei   who  knows   the  detainee  it  there 
any  reason  tc  tel ±e ve  the  cetamee   is  suiciaal 

SuxCice  Risk 

a)  It  the  answer  to  any  question  about  »u icj.ee  3  l 
yes.   consiaer.   Cetamee  a  high  risk  foe  cuiciae. 

b)  I:  multiple  antv;er_   to  question.;   in  i     2.   and  3 
pcsitive  conquer   the  cetamee  a  nsx  tor  suici. 

c)  Ir   an  answer  to  question  in  1-   2-   cr   3  mcioate 
cetamee  he;  physical-  mental,  aicchel  cr  arug 
prcoie.-s,  ccn-icer   s e :  icu-.lv   the  pcs*itility  c^ 

s  u  i  c  i  a  e . 


NEW  ErTDFORU   HGLICE  DEPT.  _  _  „ 

C  .  R  .  n  :  

NOTICE  OF  THREAT  AMD/OR  ATTEMPT  SUICIDE 

DATE /TIME  REPORT:  

The  below  listed  perscr.  r.as  ATTEMPTED  and/or  THREATENED  suicide 
rfhile  beinQ  held  in  custody  bv  the  New  Bedford  Police  Dept. 

PURSUANT  TO  C40  SVj    NOTIFICATION   IS   HEREBY  TENDERED 

SAME  : 

(lnsr  riflue)  '   (first  n*me)  (*n.  1 .  ) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY /TOWN /S  TATE :  

D.O.B.:    S.S.#:    RACE:    COLOR:   

SEX:    HGT:    WGT :    CLR.    EYES    CLR.  HAIR:_ 

INTOXICATED?  DRUGS:    ALCOHOL:    BOTH:    P.C.:   

CHARGES :   


ARRESTING  OFFICER:    DIV:   

TRANSFERRING  OFFICER:    DIV:   

LOCATION  TRANSFERRED  TO:   

PERSON  RECEIVING  PRISONER/DETAINEE:   

NATURE /CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  ATTEMPT /THREAT   (date,   time,    location,  means): 


OFFICK5'    IN  CHARGE:  DIV 


r  ec  oro    n  ira  e  au  use 


C.    J.    I.    S.    NOTIFIED  YE£    (       )  NO      (  ) 

t  o  fx  1  Tie  Not  i  f  i  ed : 


Not  1 r"  j  eri  Bv  : 


'      :c-vr::  :f  p-h"":       v.T-:::i.  transft"  tep:  Ori-jinai  to 
Record  B**t  l-j  -  Ccry  to  person  receivmr;  pr  iscner  M^t  nee 

'-.N.-'  FjER  -  ONE  COPY  T". ' :  TV   TO  RECOR!  XVAY.W 


NEW  BEDFORD   POLICE  DEPT.  _   B  u 

C  .  R  .  »  : 

NOTICE  OF  THREAT  Arm /OR  ATTEMPT  SUICIDE 

DATE /TIME  REPORT:  


The  below  listed  person  has  ATTEMPTED  and/or  THREATENED  suicide 
while  being  held  in  custody  by  the  New  Bedford  Police  Dept. 

PURSUANT  TO  C40  S If  A   NOTIFICATION   IS    HEREBY  TENDERED 

NAME  : 

(lnsr  n«Tie)  '    (first  n^me)  (m.l.) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY /TOWN /S  TATE :  m  

D.O.B.:    S.S.#:  RACE:  COLOR: 


SEX:    HGT:    WGT :    CLR.   EYES    CLR.   HAIR : 

INTOXICATED?  DRUGS:    ALCOHOL:    BOTH:    P.C.:   

CHARGES  : 


ARRESTING  OFFICER:    DIV;   

TRANSFERRING  CrFICER:    DIV:   

LOCATION  TRANSFERRED  TO:   

PERSON  RECEIVING  PRISONER/DETAINEE:   

ftATURE /CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  ATTEMPT /T-:r.EAT  (date,   time,    location,  means): 


pFFICEF-    IN  CHARGE:    DIV:   

RECORD      BUREAU     US  E 
0.    vT  .    I.    £.    NOTIFIED  YEE    (       )  NO      (  ) 

Unto/Time  Notified:  

Notified  By:   

•    ■     ir:  pyjJ^CATE  IF  PR  isone: ■ :     :        tra::=fe;  t  :  Original  to 

Keccrd  B«;**ce.j  -  Cory  to  person  receiving  prisoner 'detainee 

}_?  NC  TI-  -\N.SFF.R   -   ONE  COPY  TURNED   TV    TO  RECORT   T:    -  • 


SPECIAL  ORDER  NUMBER 


05- 


TO:  ALL  BUREAUS.  DISTRICTS- 
AREAS.  DIVISIONS,  OFFICES. 
SECTIONS  AND  UNITS 


COPIED  TO:  ALL  SUPERINTENDED  ~- 
DEPUTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND  DIRECTORS 


Acril  16,  19S5 


subjec 


6. P.O.   RULE  318,    PRISONERS,  AMENDED 


r  -  ^  or- 


eccive   immediately,    the  Pules   anc  Regulation: 


Pclice  Decartme~t  are  hereby  amended  Py  striking  out  section  13  c 
315  an  r  inserting  in  place  t  n  e  r  e  c  the  following  new  s  e  c  t  i  o  "  ;  sect 
is  also  amended. 

SECTION  13 


Whenever  a  person  in  police  custody  attemcts  or  threatens  s u i i 
at  a  Iockuc  facility,  the  Area  Commander,  or  in  tne  case  of  the  Hcus; 
Detention,  tne  Ccmmancer  of  Scecial  Operations,  shall  witnin  twenty-' 
(  2  M  hours  of  sucn  incicent,  teieonone  tne  Teletype  Unit  of  tne  Ooer=t. 
Division,  extension  #4673,  providing  tne  name  of  tne  suoject,  cur 
acoress,  date  of  birth,  the  cnarge(s)  for  wnicn  tne  suoject  is  being 
tained,  anc  the  cate,  tine  anc  nature  of  the  attempt  or  threat.  The  n 
tyoe  Unit  snail  then  send  an  administrative  message  to  the  Cri.~. . 
History    Systems    Scare    at    the    Quality    Control    Unit    (QCU),    State  Pc 


He  =  : 

Rec 
wan 


c  the  =- esea 


t  he 

£  ~  Z 


e  n  c  t  3 ' 


uevelooment  Division 


of   tne   1.1  Fielc 
tnreatenec   s  _  i  c  i  t  e ,  snail 


oerscn   attempts    or    threatens    suicioe    in  i 

,y,    the  c 


lockup 


in 


shall   ce-iver,    or   caused    to   oe    ceiiverec,  to 


he 


ivmg 


tne    tine  o: 

Recort  relating  to  tne 


delivery    of    tne    prisoner,    a   cooy   of    tne    1.1  Fielc 


a  i  . 

no . 


i m p t e d  or  tnreatenec  suicice 


The  Ares  Commander  c*  a  lockup  facility,  or  in  tne  case  o ' 
House  of  Detention,  tne  Commander  of  Special  Operations,  snail  *: 
reccrt  (B.P.D.  Form  26),  through  accrocriate  channels  to  the  Offi: 
tne  Pel: 
suicice, 
secuently  r  ( 
deceased  anc 


uommissione 

.23,  0 


wnenever    a    person    in    ponce    c  u  s  t  o  o  y    c  c 

3   lockup   facility  which 


inflicts   a   self-injury  a 


1 1 1  s  in  his/her  d  e  a  t  n .  The 
crioe,   in  complete  cetail,  tn< 


ip  crt 


snail 


l  a  e  n  1 1  *  • 


Cne   cooy   or    the   reccrt    along   with  cocies  c 


anv  mcioe1 


taining  thereto  shall  Oe  filec  with  the  Medical 
seven  Pays  and  cne  cooy  of  said  reccrt  snail  oe 
the  Area  Station  House. 


Examiner's  0 
retained  in 


/ap 


MENTION  AT  ROLL  CALLS 


POST  UNTIL 
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S.O.    No.  85-30 
April  16,  1985 
'age  2 


The  above  reccrt  shall  oe  in  addition  to  the  current  practice  o 
making  out  a  1.1  Field  Incident  Reoort,  a  copy  of  wnicn  is _f orwa rdec 
tne  Bureau  of  Field  Services  and  the  Medical  Examiner.  The  provisions  of 
sections  29  and  30  of  Rule  318  relative  to  notification  shall  Pe  strictly 
complied  wit h . 

Section  26 

Officers  in  charge  and  at  the  House  of  Detention,  the  matron  in 
charge,  snail  visit,  or  cause  to  Pe  visiteo,  all  persons  in  tneir  custody 
at  least  once  every  fifteen  minutes  during  the  day  and  night  and  snail 
ensure  that  eacn  visit  is  reccrced  in  tne  requirec  department  dock,  Form 
#2069,   Prisoner  Inspection  Record. 


ncis  M.  Roacne 
Police  Commissioner 


fostfom  CPcdDScccb 

ULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


RULE  NO.  313 
PRISONERS  AMENDE! 


January  12,  1982 


This  rule  is  issued  to  establish  guidelines  for  the  care  and 
treatment  of  prisoners,  including  persons  held  in  protective 
custody,  (Rule  No.  318-A).  It  replaces  Rule  No.  40  of  the 
1950  Manual  and  supersedes  all  previously  issued  directives 
concerning  the  processing,  safekeeping  and  treatment  of 
prisoners  in  the  custody  of  members  of  this  department  and  at 
the  House  of  Detention. 

GENERAL  CONSIDERATIONS:  Prisoners  and  suspects  shall  be 
treated  in  a  fair  and  humane  manner  and  the  rights  to  which 
they  are  entitled  shall  be  respected. 

Except  when  otherwise  ordered  or  allowed,  every  person 
arrested  shall  be  taken  at  once  to  the  station  house  of  the 
area  within  which  such  person  was  arrested  where  a  department 
Arrest  Form  shall  be  completed  promptly  by  the  booking 
officer. 


The    name,     address,     age,    date -of -bi rth ,  if 
every   person   arrested    shall   be    telephoned  to 
Division    as    soon    as    is    practicable,    where  a 
will    be    obtained.      This    number   will    be  used 
Form. 


obtainable,  of 
the  Operations 
booking  number 
on    the  Arrest 


Arrest  information  received  at  the  Operations  Division  will 
be  recorded  and  the  segregated  files  searched  to  learn 
whether  or  not  the  arrested  person  is  wanted  for  a  crime  or 
for  questioning  in  connection  with  a  crime,  and  the  arrest 
shall  be  indexed. 

Whoever  is  arrested  by  virtue  of  process  or  is  taken  into 
custody  by  an  officer  and  charged  with  the  commission  of  a 
felony  shall  be  fingerprinted,  according  to  the  system  of  the 
Bureau  of  Identification  in  the  Department  of  Public  Safety, 
and  may  be  photographed.     G.L.,   C.263-S.1-A,  1972. 

All  persons  arrested  for  felonies  or  other  serious  crimes, 
including  sex  offenders  and  those  charged  with  violations  of 
the  gaming  or  narcotic  drug  laws,  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Identification  Section  to  be  fingerprinted  and  photographed. 
At  the  discretion  of  the  duty  supervisor,  any  other  prisoner 
may  be  fingerprinted  and  photographed. 

Prisoners  transported  from  station  houses  to  headquarters  or 
other  places  for  detention,  identification,  or  any  purpose 
whatsoever,  shall  be  guarded  by  a  sufficient  number  of  patrol 
officers  or  officers  of  rank,  and  shall  be  restrained  in 
accordance  with  Department  Rule  No.  315,  Hand cuf f  s ,  indi- 
vidually, or  to  other  prisoners;  handcuffs  shall  be  removed 
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only  to  facilitate  fingerprinting,  writing  on  forms  or  vher. 
otherwise  absolutely  necessary. 

Officers  having  prisoners  in  their  custody  shall  be  held 
strictly  responsible  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoners 
under  their  care  and  this  responsibility  is  theirs  at  all 
times. 

When  a  prisoner  has  been  arrested,  with  or  without  a  warrant, 
and  the  required  department  Arrest  Form  has  been  completed  in 
an  area  other  than  the  area  wherein  the  warrant  was  obtained 
or  the  crime  committed,  the  prisoner  shall  be  surrendered  to 
the  area  holding  the  warrant  or  wherein  the  crime  was 
commi  t ted . 

All  persons  taken  to  a  station  house  under  arrest  shall  be 
placed  before  the  officer  designated  by  the  duty  supervisor 
as  the  booking  officer.  The  booking  officer  shall  insure 
that  a  department  Arrest  Form  is  properly  completed  for  each 
prisoner. 

The  duty  supervisor  shall  be  responsible  for  .making  an 
examination  and  a  Visible  Injury  Report,  if  necessary,  for 
cuts,  bruises  or  injuries  of  a  prisoner  at  the  time  of 
booking  as  required  by  G.L.   Ter.Ed.,   C.    276,   S.  33. 

The  duty  supervisor  shall  designate  an  officer  who  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  removal  of  all  personal  property  from  the 
prisoner  to  be  booked.  The  duty  supervisor  shall  be 
responsible  for  insuring  that  such  personal  property  is 
properly  inventoried  and  that  belts,  neckties,  boots,  shoes 
or  laces,  and  all  other  articles  which  might  be  used  for 
suicidal  purposes  by  the  person  under  arrest  and  confined  in 
a  cell  are  taken  from  the  prisoner. 

The  duty  supervisor  shall  insure  that  all  money  and  other 
property  taken  from  a  prisoner  under  arrest  shall  be  placed 
in  a  prisoner's  effects  envelope  and  that  the  property  is 
safeguarded  in  accordance  with  department  policy  and 
regulations.  . 

When  a  prisoner  is  being  surrendered  to  another  area  or  law 
enforcement  agency,  the  prisoner's  property  shall  be  handed 
over  to  the  officer  responsible  for  transporting  the 
prisoner.  The  transporting  officer  shall  sign  a  receipt  for 
such  property  and  the  receipt  shall  be  promptly  stapled  into 
the  area  receipt  book. 

The  transporting  officer  shall  deliver  the  prisoner's 
property  to  the  booking  officer  at  the  receiving  area  or 
agency  who  shall  care  for  the  prisoner's  property  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  rule. 


RULE  NO.  31? 
Section  9  con  1 t 


PRISONER'S  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TO  BE  HELD  AS  EVIDENCE:  Wher. 
any  -  property  taken  from  a  prisoner  is  to  be  held  for 
evidence,   the  following  procedures  shall  be  followed. 


Every    prisoner    who  has 
which    is    presumed    to  be 
receipt    which  has 
prescribed  receipt 
original   shall  be 
document    the  fact 


property    taken     from  hiir 
evidence    shall    be    given  & 
been    properly    completed    on  the 
form  made  out   in  duplicate.  The 
filed   at    the   place   of   booking  to 
that    the   receipt    form   was  signed 

and  the 


by    the    prisoner    and    the    officers  involved 
copy  shall  be  given  to  the  prisoner. 

The  booking  officer  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
proper  completion  of  the  receipt  Call  spaces  shall 
be  completed ) . 


C.  Whenever  possible,  property  held  as  evidence  shall 
be  placed  in  and  forwarded  in  a  Property  Envelope, 
and/or  appropriately  tagged  and  a  notation  shall  be 
made  on  the  Incident  Report. 

D.  The  size  and  type  of  evidence  shall  be  the 
determinants  of  the  methods  used  to  prevent 
contamination  of,  and  to  protect  the  continuity  of 
possession  of  the  evidence. 

E.  The  booking  officer  shall  enter  the  names,  rank  and 
I.D'.  numbers  of  the  arresting  officers  on  the 
Arrest  Form  and  the  Receipt  Form. 

F.  Cash  property  shall  always  be  designated  as  bills 
and/or  change  and  the  total  amount  taken  shall  be 
entered  on  the  Arrest  Form. 


G.  The  property  section  of  the  Arrest  Form  shall  be 
utilized  to  designate  all  property  being  held  as 
evidence . 


H.  The  prisoner  shall  sign  the  receipt  for  his 
property  in  the  presence  of  the  booking  officer  and 
the  officers  who  conveyed  the  prisoner  to  the 
booking  desk. 

I.  The  booking  officer  shall  sign  the  receipt  in  the 
presence  of  the  prisoner  and  the  officers  whe 
conveyed  the  prisoner  to  the  booking  desk. 

J.  The  officers  who  brought  the  prisoner  to  th'- 
booking  desk  shall  sign  the  receipt  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner  and  the  booking  officer. 


RULE  NO.  318 
Sections  9-11 

1  K.       The    officer(s)    who    found    the    evidence    shall  sign 

1  the    receipt    in    the    presence    of    the    prisoner,  the 

I  booking  officer  and  the  conveying  officers. 

I  L.       If  for  any  reason  a  prisoner  is  unable   or  unwilling 

I  to    sign   the    receipt   for   his    property,    the  booking 

I  officer   shall    sign  in  the    space    allocated    for  the 

I  prisoner's    signature    and    shall    record    the  reason 

I  that  the  prisoner  did  not  sign  for  himself. 

I  M.       Upon     completion    of     the   -prisoner's     receipt,  the 

I  property  held  as   evidence,    taken  from   the  prisoner, 

I  shall    be    transferred 1  to    the    proper    unit    for  the 

1  tests   and   use   to  be   made    of    it,    (as    determined  bv 

I  the    type    of    evidence)  ;    insuring    the    continuity  of 

I  possession   by    obtaining    the    signature    of    the  unit 

1  member  who  receives   it.     A  receipt   for   all  evidence 

i  shall  be  stapled  into  the  unit's  Receipt  Book. 

I  N.       If  a  partial  return  of  property  is   to  be  made,  the 

1  Arrest   Form   entry   shall   be    rewritten    so    that  only 

I  that  property  which  is  returned  to  an  individual  is 

1  listed  and  receipted  for  on  the  same  line. 

I  ANY    OFFICER    WHO    ACCEPTS    A    RECEIPT    FOR    PROPERTY,    UNDER  ANY 

I  CONDITIONS,    SHALL    ENTER    HIS    INITIAL    IMMEDIATELY    ABOVE  THE 

I  SIGNATURE  ON  A  RECEIPT  FOR  PROPERTY. 

Sec. 10     I  The     duty     supervisor     at     a     station    house     who     receives  a 

I  prisoner   previously  booked   at   another   Boston   police  facility 

I  shall  ensure  that  belts,   neckties,   boots,    shoes   or   laces  and 

I  all  other  articles  which  might   be  used  for  suicidal  purposes 

I  are  taken  from  the  prisoner.  He  shall  also  ensure  that  an 
I  examination  of  the  prisoner  and  a  Visible  Injury  Report,  if 
I     necessary,   are  completed. 

1  In      addition,       the      booking      officer      shall      complete  a 

I  supplemental   Arrest   Form  and   attach   it    to   the   orange  colored 

I  copy    of    the    original    Arrest    Form.      The    supplemental  Arrest 

1  Form   shall   consist   of    the   white   copy   of    the   Department  Form 

1  No.    2.1,    (Arrest  Booking   Sheet).     The  booking   officer   at  the 

I  receiving     facility     shall     fill     in    the    blocks     numbered  1 

I  through   7   and    numbers    39    through    54,    then    staple    the  white 

I  copy   of    the   form   to   the   orange   colored   copy   of    the  original 

I  Arrest    Form.      The    word    "Supplemental"    shall    be    written  or 

I  typed    in    the    upper    right    corner    of    the    white  supplemental 

I  form. 

Sec.   11  J  When  a  person  in  custody  is  found  to  be  suffering  from  wound! 

I  or    injuries   which    in    the    judgment    of    the    officer    in  charge 

I  require   medical   attention,    he   may   be   sent    to   a   hospital    or  a 

I  physician  may  be  summoned.      If  the  physician  shall   so  advise, 
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the  person  shall  not  be  held  at  the  place  of  confinement  but 
shall  be  sent  to  a  hospital.  Such  person,  if  under  arrest, 
shall  be  in  the  legal  custody  of  the  police. 

If  a  prisoner  is  suffering  from  wounds  or  injuries  which 
appear  to  have  been  inflicted  by  the  arresting  officer(s), 
the  officer  in  charge  shall  record  the  fact  on  the  Arrest 
Form  and  notify  the  commanding  officer.  The  commanding 
office  shall  forthwith  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  unnecessary  force  was  used, 
he  shall  prefer  charges  against  the  offender(s)  and  shall 
submit  a  full  and  complete  report  to  the  Police  Commissioner. 

Whene  ver,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  an  area 
station  house  or  other  place  of  detention,  a  person  held  in 
police  custody  shows  indications  that  he  may  attempt  to 
commit  suicide  by  reason  of  being  extremely  depressed, 
anxious  or  by  other  outward  indications  that  he  may  commit 
suicide,  such  superior  officer  shall  be  responsible  for 
taking  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent  an  individual 
from  attemting  to  commit  suicide. 

The  duty  supervisor  shall  immediately  ensure  that  the 
prisoner  is  closely  monitored.  The  duty  supervisor  shall 
then  notify  the  duty  supervisor  at  the  Operations  Division  at 
Police  Headquarters  who  shall  dispatch  appropriate  medical 
personnel  to  the  scene  to  make  an  evaluation  as  to  whether 
medical  treatment  is  required  or  whether  the  prisoner  should 
be  hospitalized.  If  such  medical  assistance  is  unavailable, 
the  duty  supervisor  shall  have  the  prisoner  transported  to  a 
suitable  hospital,  accompanied  by  police  officers  where  a 
determination  can  be  made  as  to  whether  he  is  suicidal. 

Department  personnel  receiving  prisoners  should  familiarize 
themselves  with  any  information  provided  by  the  department 
concerning  the  past  history  of  individuals  who  may  come  into 
their  custody. 

Duty  supervisors  shall  ensure  that  cells  which  contain 
stainless  steel  mesh  are  utilized  whenever  possible  for 
persons  held  in  custody.  Such  cells  shall  be  used  before  a 
person  is  placed  in  a  cell  which  does  not  have  such  mesh. 

Whenever  a  mesh- screened  cell  is  vacated  and  there  is  a 
person  confined  in  a  cell  without  such  mesh,  the  prisoner  in 
the  cell  without  mesh  shall  be  transferred  to  the  cell  which 
has  such  mesh. 

NOTE:  In  the  event  that  it  may  be  deemed  inadvisable  to 
place  a  person  held  in  custody  in  a  screened  cell,  it  shall 
be  the  responsibility  of  the  duty  supervisor  to  notify  the 
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Bureau  of  Field  Services  specifying  the  reason  for  such  non- 
detention.       During     the     hours     when     the     Bureau     of  Field 
Services     is     closed,     a     superior     officer     on     duty     at  the 
Operations   Division   shall   be   notified   and   he    shall    submit  a 
report  to  the  Bureau  of  Field  Services. 

Whenever  police  officers  assist  a  sick  or  injured  person  or  a 
prisoner  to  a  hospital,  a  memorandum,  in  duplicate,  of  the 
money,  valuables  or  other  property  taken  from  the  person  so 
assisted,  when  searched  at  the  hospital,  will  be  made  by  the 
hospital  attendant  who  made  the  search.  One  copy  shall  be 
signed  by  the  officer  who  assisted  the  person  to  the  hospital 
and  left  with  the  attendant,  provided  the  officer  was  present 
when  the  search  was  made;  the  other  copy  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  officer  to  his  commanding  officer  who  shall  enter  it 
into  the  area  or  unit  Receipt  Book. 

Prisoners  who  are  not  bailed  shall  be  placed  in  cells,  no 
more  force  being  used  than  is  necessary  to  overcome 
resistance. 

When  a  prisoner  is  unconscious  for  any  cause,  the  officer  in 
charge  shall  immediately  endeavor  to  restore  consciousness 
and  summon  medical  assistance. 

Any  unusual  appearance  displayed  by  a  prisoner  shall  receive 
immediate  attention. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  a  station  house  wherein  a  person  is 
held  in  custody  shall  permit  the  use  of  the  telephone  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  person  in  custody  to  communicate  with 
his  family  or  friends,  or  to  arrange  for  release  on  bail,  or 
to  engage  the  services  of  an  attorney. 

No  member  of  the  force  or  employee  of  the  department  shall 
accept  a  fee  for  rendering  any  services  to  persons  in 
custody;  nor  shall  any  member  or  -employee  receive  any  monev 
or  any  valuable  thing  from  a  prisoner  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever,  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  officer 
in  charge. 

Prisoners  shall  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possible.  Thev 
shall  be  supplied  with  clean  water  to  drink.  Necessary  food 
shall  be  purchased  for  prisoners,  and  bills  for  such  fooc! 
properly  vouched  for,   shall  be  forwarded  monthly. 

Prisoners  shall  not  be  allowed  to  receive  food  or  drink  other 
than  that  which  is  supplied  to  this  department  by  authorize' 
vendors,    (except  for  water). 
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No  person,  except  the  Police  Commissioner,  an  officer  above 
the  rank  of  captain,  or  a  person  authorized  by  one  of  them, 
or  an  attorney  whose  services  have  been  engaged  shall  visit 
or  converse  with  a  prisoner  except  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  officer  in  charge  or  a  police  officer  assigned 
by  him. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  a  police  facility  may  restrict 
visitations  by  friends  and  relatives  to  persons  in  custody, 
subject  to  the  availability  of  personnel,  and  the  needs  of 
the  department. 

Properly  prescribed  medicines  found  to  be  in  prisoner's 
possession  shall  be  taken  into  custody.  If  the  person  in 
custody  so  requests,  the  officer  in  charge  shall  allow  a 
proper  dosage,  as  prescribed  on  the  medicine  label,  to  be 
given  to  the  prisoner.  Dosages  and  their  frequency  of 
ingestion,  shall  not  exceed  the  limitations  setforth  on  the 
medicine  container.  Each  dose  issued  shall  be  recorded  in 
Box  #54  of  the  Prisoner's  Arrest  Form  by  the  officer  issuing 
the  medicine. 

Officers  in  charge,  and  at  the  House  of  Detention,  the  matron 
in  charge,  shall  visit,  or  cause  to  be  visited,  all  persons 
in  their  custody  at  least  once  every  twenty  minutes  during 
the  day  and  night,  and  shall  ensure  that  each  visit  is 
recorded  in  the  required  department  book,  Form  No.  2069, 
Prisoner  Inspection  Record. 

Police  officers  shall  not  recommend  to  prisoners  or  others 
the  employment  of  any  specified  person  as  attorney  or 
counsel,  nor  shall  they  furnish  the  names  of  persons  as 
bondsmen  or  be  concerned  in  matters  of  bail,  other  than  as 
prescribed  in  the  Department  Rule  No.  321,  "Bail  and  Bail 
Commissioners". 

When  a  prisoner  has  retained  counsel  he  shall  be  allowed  to 
consult  with  his  counsel  in  a  secured  area,  with-in  the  sight 
of,  but  not  within  hearing  of,  the  officer  in  charge  or  a 
police  officer  assigned  by  him. 

Persons  arrested  while  the  Municipal  Court  or  District  Courts 
are  in  session  who  are  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  tried  shall 
be  taken  before  said  Courts;  but  if  not  in  a  fit  condition  to 
be  tried,  such  persons  shall  be  detained  until  they  are  in  a 
fit  condition,  unless  otherwise  lawfully  disposed  of. 

Commanding  officers  shall  take  measures  to  ensure  the 
attendance  of  complainants  and  witnesses  in  all  cases. 
Prisoners  shall  not  be  transported  in  vans  in  excess  of  the 
seating  capacity.     When  necessary,   extra  trips  of  the  vans 
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Sec.  29 


Sec. 30 


Sec.  31 


Sec.  32 


Sec.  33 


Sec.  34 


Sec.  35 


shall  be  made  and 
returned  to  cells. 


prisoners  awaiting   transportation   shall  be 


Whenever  a  person  in  the  custody  of  the  police  department  has 
apparently  committed  suicide,  the  duty  supervisor  shall 
notify  the  Operations  Division  immed  i  atelv .  A  superior 
officer  of  the  Operations  Division  shall  be  not  if  ied  and  he 
shall  notify  the  Medical  Examiner  and  the  Internal  Affairs 
Division. 

In  the  event  that  a  person  in  the  custody  of  the  police 
department  has  apparently  attempted  to  commit  suicide,  the 
duty  supervisor  shall  ensure  that  the  Internal  Affairs 
Division  is  notified. 


If  a  person  who  is  either  under  their  care  or  in  custody 
should  appear  to  be  in  imraedi ate . danger  of  dying,  the  police 
will  call,  as  promptly  as  possible,  a  clergyman  of  any  faith 
designated  by  him.  Should  he  be  unconscious  or  unable  for 
other  reason  to  express  a  wish,   and  should  the  police  through 


is    either    under    their    care  oi 
imraedi ate . danger   of  dying 


in  custody 
the  police 
faith 


win   can,    as  pioi, 

designated  by  him.  Should  he  be  unconscious  or  unable  for 
other  reason  to  express  a  wish,  and  should  the  police  through 
personal  knowledge  or  information,  or  because  of  his  apparant 
race,  or  the  presence  of  religious  emblems  consider  it 
tasonable  to  believe  that  he   is  of   a  particular  faith,  they 

This    is    a    work  of 


reasonable  to  believe  that  he   is  of   a  particular  fai 
shall    call    a    clergyman    of    that    faith.      This    is  a 
charity  which  all  members  of  the  force  should  perform. 

When  examining  prisoners  by  question  or  otherwise  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information,  no  officer  shall  infringe 
upon  their  legal  rights  nor  should  he  subject  them  to  anv 
pressure  or  procedure  of  which  he  would  be  unwilling  to 
inform  a  court  in  a  hearing  of  the  case. 

Officers  shall  ensure  that  no  prisoner  is  transferred  from  a 
station  to  the  House  of  Detention,  a  court,  or  elsewhere  who 
is  not  decently  clothed. 

No  prisoner  under  seventeen  years  of  age  shall  be  carried  in 
a  vehicle  which  is  occupied  at  the  same  time  by  a  prisoner 
above  that  age.  In  emergencies,  or  when  a  prisoner  under 
seventeen  years  of  age  has  been  arrested  in  the  company  of  an 
older  person  or  for  complicity  in  the  same  offense,  such 
prisoner  may  be  carried  in  the  same  vehicle  with  persons 
above  seventeen  years  of  age,  provided  a  police  officer 
accompanies  them  in  the  vehicle. 

When  an  agent  of  a  society  having  statutory  authority  in  the 
matter  of  neglected  children  offers  to  provide  a  vehicle  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  such  children  from  their  homes  to 
police  stations  or  elsewhere  under  orders  of  the  courts  and 
on    complaints    by    the    society,    area    commanders    in  accordance 

with  the  provisions  of   the   law,   will  accept  the  offer  and  in 


JLE  NO. 
>ct i ons 

ic.  42 


c.  43 


0192P/ 


318 
42-43 


Any   article    taken  from 
at     a     station  house 
procedures     which  mav 


a    female    prisoner   when  she 
in     accordance     with  the 
be     regarded     as  evidence, 


is  bock.ec 
rules  and 
shall  be 


handled  as'  provided  under  the  rule 
retained  for  presentation  in  court. 


concerning    evidence  and 


Female  prisoners  in  police  custody  should  not  be  confined  in 
a    cell    within    a    cell-block     at     any    station    house     or  az 


headquarters.  Whenever  the 
prisoner  is  necessary,  she 
room  when  one  is  available, 
under  guard  in  a  public  room 


temporary  detention  of  a  female 
shall  be  placed  in  a  detention 
or    in   a   secured   room   or   be  held 


318,    promulgated    in    April,  1980 
1  980  ,    and    several    new  sections 
should     be     aware     of  changes 


Police  Comiii  ss  ioner 


Rule  No. 
December , 
personnel 

especially  Sections  7  through  26,  and  Section 
the  methods  of  handling  persons  in  custody. 


was    revised  in 
were    added.  All 
now     in  effect, 
43,  concerning 


Rule  No.  318  was  further  amended  in  January,  1982  by  adding  a 
14  step  procedure  which  is  to  be  followed  when  property  is 
taken  from  a  prisoner  and  is  held  as  evidence. 
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each  case  will  have  a  clear  understanding  with  the  agent  as 
to  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  vehicle  is  to  be  ready. 

When  an  individual  who  appears  to  be  intoxicated  is  taken 
into  police  custody  and  is  found  to  be  under  the  legal  age  at 
which  alcoholic  beverages  may  be  bought,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  case  shall  endeavor  by  all  proper  means  to 
ascertain  the  place  or  places  at  which  the  minor  obtained  the 
liquor.  A  report  of  the  results  of  the  inquiry  shall  be  made 
through  channels  to  the  Police  Commissioner. 

All  female  prisoners,  after  being  booked  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  and  procedures  of  the  department,  shall  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  House  of  Detention  in  a  department 
vehicle,  except: 

A.  When  immediate  medical  attention  is  required  they 
shall  be  taken  to  a  hospital. 

B.  When  the  condition  of  a  female  prisoner  is  such  as 
to  require  the  attention  of  a  physician,  the 
physician's  directions  shall  be  obeyed. 

When  a  thorough  search  of  a  female  is  deemed  necessary,  the 
prisoner  shall  be  transported  to  the  House  of  Detention  and 
delivered  to  a  matron  for  that  purpose  if  a  female  patrol 
officer  is  not  available. 

Female  prisoners  under  arrest  and  in  the  custody  of  officers 
while  being  transported  to  the  House  of  Detention  shall  be 
kept  under  close  observation  until  they  are  delivered  to  a 
matron. 

Under  no  circumstances  shall  male  and  female  prisoners  be 
transported  together  to  or  from  a  court  in  a  van  or  other 
vehi  cl e . 

All  personal  property  taken  from  a  female  prisoner  at  a 
station  house  or  at  headquarters,  in  accordance  with 
department  rules  and  procedures,  shall  be  placed  in  a 
Prisoner's  Property  Envelope  and  the  form  shall  be  filled  out 
by  the  officer  in  charge.  The  officer  in  charge  shall  hand 
the  envelope  to  the  officer  accompanying  the  prisoner  to  the 
House  of  Detention  for  delivery  to  the  matron  for  safekeeping 
until  the  property  is  restored  to  the  owner.  The  matron 
shall  examine  the  contents  of  the  envelope  and  then  give  a 
receipt  to  the  officer  for  the  property  received.  The 
officer  shall  deliver  the  receipt  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
his  area  or  unit  and  he  shall  staple  the  receipt  into  the 
ea  or  unit  receipt  book. 


